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Success of internal and external fertilisation in 
terrestrial and aquatic environments

■ identify data sources, gather, process and analyse 
information from secondary sources and use available 
evidence to discuss the relative success of internal and 
external fertilisation in relation to the colonisation of 
terrestrial and aquatic environments

Table 3.3 Advantages and disadvantages for internal and external fertilisation in colonising terrestrial 
and aquatic environments

Environment Type of fertilisation Internal fertilisation External fertilisation

Terrestrial environment Advantages

Disadvantages

Aquatic environment Advantages

Disadvantages
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